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common use for large sheets of ice several acres in

area, which are sometimes floated off from the rivers

as the tide rises, with sedge and other salt-marsh

plants frozen into their lower surfaces; also with

mud adhering plentifully to their roots. In our

speculations, therefore, on the carrying power of

ice, we ought always to remember that, besides gravel

and large fragments of rock, it transports with it the

finest mud.

Dr. Harding informed me that the surface of mud

banks along the estuaries near Wolfville, are often

furrowed with long, straight, and parallel ruts, as if

large waggons had passed over them. These

conform in their general direction to the shore, and

are produced by the projecting edges of irregular

masses of packed ice, borne along by the tidal

current.
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