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the Forest of Dean. Even in these cases, however,
the general evenness of the surface is immediately
restored by a new sinking of the delta, and the depo-
sition of fresh sediment, so that the succeeding seam
of coal has grown on as perfectly flat a surface as if
there had been no partial destruction of the beds
below.

If it be objected that, according to the analogy of
recent subterranean movements, some areas ought to
have sunk down at a more rapid rate than others,
producing irregularities in the ancient level of the
dry land, we reply, that there are abundant proofs in
the arrangement of the carboniferous strata, that
the amount of local subsidence was actually not uni-
form. Mr. Bowman has clearly pointed out, that
the wedge-shaped or lenticular masses of sandstone
and shale, which sometimes intervene between the
upper and lower portions of a seam of coal, are the
natural result of such inequalities in the downward
movement. In those areas which sink so fast as to
be submerged, the growth of terrestrial plants is
suddenly arrested, and the depressed region becomes
the receptacle of sediment, until its level is again
raised. Then the growth of the former vegetation
is resumed, and the result is the intercalation of
strata for a certain space between two beds of coal,
which unite and become one, if they are followed to
a certain distance in every direction.

In our excursion to the fossil trees, Dr. Gesner
and I were joined by several volunteers, some of
whom separated from us on their way home. I
asked a cottager, whether he had seen them pass.
He said, that “a party of Jogginers on horseback
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