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Not a few of the most intelligent and thriving in

habitants are descended from loyalists, who fled from

the United States at the time of the declaration of

independence. The picture they drew of the sta

tionary condition, want of cleanly habits, and igno

rance of some of the Highland settlers, in parts of

Nova Scotia and Cape Breton, was discouraging,

and often so highly coloured as to be very amusing.

They were described to me as cropping the newly

cleared ground year after year without manuring it,

till the dung of their horses and cattle accumulated

round their doors, and became, even to them, an in

tolerable nuisance. They accordingly pulled down

their log-cabins and removed them to a distance, till

several of their more knowing neighbours offered to

cart away the dung for a small remuneration. After

a time, when the Highlanders perceived the use to

which the manure was put, they required those who

removed it to execute the task gratuitously; and my

informants thought that the idea might possibly.

occur to some of the next generation of applying the

material to their own fields.

I heard frequent discussions on the present state

of the timber duties both here and in Canada, and

great was my surprise to find the majority of the

small proprietors, or, that class in whose prosperity

and success the strength of a new colony consists,

regretting that the mother country had legislated so

much in their favour. They said that a few large

capitalists and shipowners amassed considerable for

tunes (some of them, however, losing them again by

over-speculation), and that the political influence of a

few such merchants was naturally greater than that of
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