
286 P 0 L I T I C A L H I S T 0 R Y 0 F P E R U. 

troops, "ho made prisoners of their oflicers, put an end to the auth . 
of the Dictator Bolivar, and freed Peru from the presence, as w:~·~: 
the expense, of foreign troops. 

Imn1ediately after this event, General La 1\{ar was elected a d 
proclaianed President of Peru. He \vas a native of Guayaquil, reputd 
to be a tnild and just n1an, had been brought up in the Spanish arme· 
and ''as attached to General San Martin; but he appears to have b~r; 
ill ad pted to rule o cr such o. people as the Peruvians. At first his 
election "as popular, and his nan1e took the place of that of Bolivar 
O\ er all the gates, &c., in the City of ICings. 

At this change every demonstration of joy \vas \vitncssed. The 
Colo1nbian troops ·were sent to the neighbourhood of Guayaquil, wh~n 
they attempted a re\ olution against the Colotnbian authorities in 
Guaymas and Quito, (about foraning the republic of Equador,) in which 
they \verc partially successful, but 'vere soon put down by General 
Flores. These acts led to hostilities behveen Colotnbia and Peru, and 
in the beginning of 1828, La Mar marched to the frontiers of Colombia, 
without any declaration of '~rar, with a part of the Peruvian forces, 
leaving General Ga1narra~ a native of Cus~o, who had been the cau~c 
of so much revolution and bloodshed in Peru, to follow \Vith a second 
division of Peruvian troops. At this titnc General Santa Cruz (who 
had been for a short time President of Peru,) was President of Boli\'ia, 
and he, together ·with Gamarra and Lafuente, conspired to overthrow 
La 1\far, after ,~,hich Santa Cruz ·was to be proclaimed President of 
Peru, Gamarra Vice-President, and Lafuente Minister of War. 

With this plan in view; Gatnarra joined La 1\far on the frontiers of 
Colombia. The battle of Portele took place soon afterv.:ards, \\hen, 
in consequence of the treachery or co\\'ardice of Gamarra, the Peru­
vians were beaten, and capitulated on the field of battle to G-eneral 
Sucre, who was opposed to them "'ith a much inferior force ()f 
Colombians. A treaty \vas signed, but was soon violated by the 
Peruvians, and hostilities again commenced. Another di~ ision of the 
Peruvian army, one thousand five hundred strong, which had been 
acting in Bolivia, e1nbarked from Arica, under Lnfuente, to join La 
Mar, in the north. They arrived at Callao, and \vere disembarked 
against La Mar's orders, and .shortly after Lafuente overthrew the 
government at Lima, \vhilst Gamarra arrested La Mar in the north, 
and banished him to Costa Rica, in Central America,\\ here he shortly 
after\vards died. 

Lafuente ejected all the officials, and assun1ed the government in the 
name of Gamnrra. 

Gamarra and Lafuente, having thus secured the army and govern· 
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