
bay of on island, into which its plants and animals may be poured out 
as from an ark, and thus a colony of several hundred new species may 
at once be naturalized. 

The render should be reminded, that I merely advert to  the 
transportation of these rafts as of extremely rare and accidental 
occurrence; but it may account, in tropical countries, for some of the 
rare exceptions to the general law of the conlined range of mmnmi- 
ferous species. 

M g r a h s  of the Cetacea. - Many of the Cetacea, the wliales of 
the northern sen3 for example, nre found to desert one tract of the 
sco, to another very distant, when they are urged by want 
of food, or danger. The seals also retire from the coast of Greenland 
in return again in September, and deport again in Mnrcli, to 
return in June. They proceed in great droves northwards, directing 
their course where the sea is most free from ice, and are observed to 
be extremely fa t hen  they set out on this expedition, and very lean 
when they come home againm* 

Species of t h e  Mediterranca?2, %/ack Sea, and Caspian identical. 
- Some naturalists have wondered that the sea-calves, dolphins, and 
other marine mammaUa of the Mediterranean and Black Sea, should 
he identical with. those found in the Caspian: and among other 
fanciful theories, they have suggested that they may dive through 
subterranean conduits, and thus pass from one sea into the other. 
But os the occurrence of wolves and other noxious animals, on both 
sides of the British Channel, was adduced, by Verstegan find Des- 
marat, us one of many arguments to prove that England and France 
were once united ; 60 the correspondence of the aquatic species of the 
inland of Asia with those of the Black Sea tends to  confirm the 

for which there are abundance of independent geological 
data, that those seas were connected together by straits at no remote 
period of the earth's history. 

Geographical Distn'bution and Migrations of Birds. 
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