
664 CHANGES CAUSED BY MAN. [CU. XLII.

rein-deer, being almost unmolested by man, will have no enemy

whatever, unless it has brought with it its own tormenting gad-fly.
*

Besides the quadrupeds before enumerated, our domestic fowls

have also succeeded in the West Indies and America, where they

have the common fowl, the goose, the duck, the peacock, the pigeon,

and the guinea-fowl. As these were often taken suddenly from the

temperate to very hot regions, they were not reared at first without

much difficulty; but after a few generations, they became familiarized

to the climate, which, in many cases, approached much nearer than

that of Europe to the temperature of their original native countries.

The fact of so many millions of wild and tame individuals of our

domestic species, almost all of them the largest quadrupeds and

birds, having been propagated throughout the new continent within.

the short period that has elapsed since the discovery of America,

while no appreciable improvement can have been made in the pro
ductive powers of that vast continent, affords abundant evidence of

the extraordinary changes which accompany the diffusion and pro

gressive advancement of the human race over the globe. That it

should have remained for us to witness such mighty revolutions is a

proof, even if there was no other evidence, that the entrance of man
into the planet is, comparatively speaking, of extremely modern date,
and that the effects of his agency are only beginning to be felt.

Population which the globe is capable of supporting.- A modern
writer has estimated, that there are in America upwards of four
million square miles of useful soil, each capable of supporting 200
persons; and. nearly, six million, each mile capable of supporting 490
persons.t If this conjecture be true, it will follow, as that author
observes, that if the natural resources of America were fully de
veloped, it would afford sustenance to five times as great a number of
inhabitants as the entire mass of human beings existing at present
upon the globe. Time new continent, he thinks, though less than half
the size of the old, contains an equal quantity of useful soil, and much
more than an equal amount of productive power. Be this as it may,
we may safely conclude that the amount of human population now*
existing constitutes but a small proportion of that which the lobe is
capable of

supporting, or which it is destined to sustain at Dot distant

A
period, by the rapid progress of society, especially in Amcrica20

ustralia, and certain parts of the old continent.
Power of exterminating species no prerogative qf man. -But if

we reflect that many millions of square miles of the most fertile land,
Occupied originally by a boundless variety of animal and vegetableforms, have been already brought tinder the dominion of mail, and
compelled, in a great measure, to yield nourishment to him, and to
a limited number of plants and animals which he has caused to

lincrease,
ive must at once I)e convinced, that the annihilation of a

ultitude of species has already been effected, and will continue

" Travels in Iceland in 1810, p. 342. 1raciaren, art. America, Encyc. J3ri
taunicn
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