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two hundred and fifty feet deep, and several miles long. Near

the source of Missouri River are what are called the Gates of

the Rocky Mountains, where there is a gorge six miles long
and twelve hundred feet deep. Similar cuts occur on the Co.

lumbia River, hundreds of feet deep, through the hard trap rock,

for hundreds of miles, between the American Falls and the

Dalles. At St. Anthony's Falls, on the Mississippi, that liver

has worn a passage in limestone seven miles long, which distance

the cataract has receded. On the Potomac, ten miles west of

Washington, the Great Falls have worn back a passage sixty
to sixty-five feet deep, four miles, continuously: a greater work,

considering the nature of the rock, thau has been done by the

Niagara. The passage for the Hudson, through the highlands,
is probably an example of river erosion; as is also that of the

Connecticut at Brattleboro' and Bellows Falls. In these places,
it can be proved that the river was once at least seven hun

dred feet above its present bed. On the Deerfield River, a

tributary of the Connecticut, we have a gulf called the Ghor,

eight miles long and several hundred feet deep, cut crosswise

through the mica slate and gneiss by the streams

On the eastern continent 1 might quote a multitude of anal

ogous cases. There is, for instance, the Wady ci Jeib, in soft

limestone, within the Wady Arabah, south of the Dead Sea.

The defile is one hundred and fifty feet deep, half a mile wide,

and forty miles long. In Mount Lebanon, several remarkable

chasms in limestone have been described by American mis

sionaries, as that on Dog River, (Lycus of the ancients,) six
miles long, seventy or eighty feet deep, and from one hundred

and twenty to one hundred and sixty feet wide; also, Watly
Baricla, whose walls are six hundred to eight hundred feet high.
On the River Ravendoor, in Kurdistan, is a gorge, described
in a letter from Dr. Perkins, one thousand feet deep. Another
on the Euphrates near Diadeeu, is seventy feet deep, and is

spanned by a natural bridge one hundred feet long. On the
River Terek, in the Dariel Caucasus, is a pass one hundred
and twenty miles long, whose walls rise from one thousand to
three thousand feet high. In Africa, the River Zaire has cut
a passage, forty miles long, through mica slate, quartz, and

syenite; and in New South Wales, Cox River passes through
a gorge twenty-two hundred yards wide and eight hundred
feet high,
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