
124 NOACIIIAN AND GEOLOGICAL DELUGES.

changes of level may have been the result of volcanic agency
in Central Asia, as recently as the Noachian deluge, without

leaving any traces which would be obvious, without more careful

observation than has yet been made in those regions.

Especially might a subsidence of the surface have taken place,
and not have left any striking evidence of its occurrence.

Still more difficult would it now be to discover the marks of

vertical movements in the bed of the Indian Ocean at the time

of the deluge.
I will venture to add another suggestion. If the bed of the

Indian Ocean was uplifted by volcanic matter, struggling to

get vent, vapour enough might have been liberated to account,

on natural principles, for the forty days' rain of the deluge.
For it is well known that in volcanic eruptions drenching rains

are often the result of the sudden condensation of the aqueous

vapour.
We are here met, however, by a serious objection to the

hypothesis, which gives only a limited extent to the deluge.
If the present Mount Ararat, in Armenia, is the mountain ou
which the ark first rested, a deluge which covered its top must,

by its flux and reflux, have overspread nearly all other portions
of the globe, for that mountain rises seventeen thousand seven
hundred feet above the ocean. But we are informed by
Jerome, that the name Ararat was given generally to the
mountains of Armenia; (indeed, that is the meaning of the
name;) and long before geology existed, Shuckford suggested
that some spot farther east corresponds better with the Scrip
tural account of the place where the ark rested. For it is said
of the families of the sons of Noah, that, as they journeyed
from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar. Now,
Shinar, or Babylonia, lies nearly south of the Armenian
Ararat, and the probability, therefore, is, that the true Ararat,
from whose vicinity the descendants of Noah properly emigrated,
lay much farther to the south. Again, if the ark rested upon
the present Ararat, it is impossible, except by a miracle, that
those who came out of it could have reached the plain below;
for so exceedingly difficult of access is it, that it is doubtful
whether, since the deluge, any one ever succeeded in reaching
its summit, till the year 1829. Indeed, it is an article in the
creed of the Armenian church that its ascent is impossible.
That the almost universal tradition of Eastern nations should
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