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264 CREATION BY LAW,

and Edward Forbes; such botanists as Hoouker, Henslow,
Lindley, Torrey, and Gray; and such geologists as De la
Beche, Lyecll, Murchison, Sedgwick, D’Orbigny, Buckland,
and Miller, decided in their rejection of these views. But
when even educated men obtain only a smattering of natural
science, they find something very fascinating in this hypothesis;
and this is just the religion, or, rather the irreligion, that suits
the superficial, selfish, and pleasure-seeking exquisites of
fashionable drawing-rooms, theatres, and watering-places. You
will find, therefore, the need of thoroughly studying this sub-
jeet, or you will not be able, as you would wish, to vindicate
the cause of true science and true religion.

I cannot terminate this discussion without referring to an
ingenious analogy, suggested by Hugh Miller, in his ¢ Foot-
prints of the Creator,” and drawn from the facts he had stated
respecting the degradation of species. No one who has
thoroughly studied Bishop Butler’s Analogy of Natural and
Revealed Religion to the Course of Nature will venture to say
that Mr, Miller’s suggestions are mere fancy. As the ideas
are entirely original with him, I give them in his own words.

Having spoken of the several dynasties of animals that have
succeeded one another on the globe, in a passage which we
have already quoted, he says, ¢ Passing on to the revealed
record, we learn that the dynasty of man in the mixed state
and character is not the final one; but that there is to be yet
another creation, or, more properly, re-creation, known theo-
logically as the resurrection, which shall be connected in its
physical components, by bonds of mysterious paternity, with
the dynasty which now reigns, and be bound to it mentally by
the chain of identity, conscious and actual; but which, in all
that constitutes superiority, shall be as vastly its superior as
the dynasty of responsible man is superior to even the lowest
of the preliminary dynasties. We are further taught that, at
the commencement of this last of the dynasties, there will be
a re-creation of not only elevated, but also of degraded beings;
a re-creation of the lost. We are taught yet further that,
though the present dynasty be that of a lapsed race, which at
their first introduction were placed on higher ground than that
on which they now stand, and sank by their own act, it was
yet part of the original design, from the beginning of all
things, that they should occupy the existing platform; and that
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