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neutralize all religion. Men's consciences do not permit them

to throw off all the forms of religion; and, therefore, they are

satisfied if they can only tear out its heart. They like to

preserve and to embalm its external covering, as the naturalist

does the skin of an animal for his cabinet. And as the latter

fills his specimen with straw and arsenic, and fits glass eyes
into it, so do men fill up their religious specimen with error

and vain speculation, and fit into its head the eyes of false

philosophy, and then claim for it intellectual worship. It is

the business of educated men to show that such caricatures
are neither science nor religion. May you, gentlemen, have

your full share in this most useful and noble work.'

The subject of this lecture has been ably discussed, within a few
years, in most of the leading periodicals in Europe and America,
though I must say not always with the candour calculated to do the
most good. The two most able volumes that have fallen into my
hands, on the subject, are Professor Sedgwick's 'Discourse on the
Studies of the University,' etc., (fifth ed., London, 1850,) and Hugh
Miller's' Footprints of the Creator,' now republished in this country.
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