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observed days of fasting and prayer for their removal. But

how seldom do their descendants follow their example! And

yet even physical science testifies that the fathers acted in

conformity to the true principles of philosophy. Would that

the Christian church would consent to be led back to the Bible

doctrine on this subject by philosophy!
That same philosophy, also, should lead the good man,

when struggling through difficulties, to exercise unshaken

confidence in the divine protection, even though all nature's

laws seem arrayed against him; for at the unseen touch of

God's efficiency, the iron bars of law shall melt away like

wax, and deliverance be given in the midst of appalling dan

gers, if best for the man and for the universe; and if not best,

he will not desire it.

Science, too, bids the wicked man not to fancy that the

constancy of nature will shield him from the infliction of

merited and special punishment, should God choose to make

bare the rod of his justice; for the blow may come as cer

tainly in the course of nature as against it.

Let modern Christian theology, then, receive meekly the re

buke administered on this important point by physical science.

For how lame and halting a defence of the Scripture doctrine

of special providence and prayer has that theology been able to

make! How few of our systems of theology contain a manful

vindication of truths so important! Let not the Christian

divine, therefore, refuse the aid thus offered by physical sci

ence. Let him no longer indulge groundless jealousies

against true philosophy, as if adverse to religion. Especially
let him not spurn the aid of geology, which alone, of all the

sciences, discloses stupendous miracles of creation in early
times, and thus removes all presumption against the miracles

of Christianity and special providence at any time.

It is, indeed, an instructive fact, that a science which has

been thought so full of danger to Christianity should thus

early be found vindicating some of the most peculiar and long
contested doctrines of revelation. And yet it ought not to

surprise us, for geology is as really the work of God as reve

lation. And though, when ill understood and perverted, she

may have seemed recreant to her celestial origin, yet the more

fully her proportions are developed, and her features brought
into daylight, the more clearly do we recognize her alliance to


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm


