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THE LUMINIFEROUS ETIER. 323

ordinary characteristic above pointed out. Tt must exist and
act wherever we find light, heat, or electricity; and where do
we not find them? They penetrate through what has been
called empty space; and, therefore, this ether exists there, pro-
pagating its undulations at the astonishing rate of two hun.
dred thousand miles per second. They emanate in constant
succession from every intensely heated focus, such as the sun,
the volcano, and the chemical furnace; and, therefore, this
strange medium is neither dissipated nor affected by the strong-
est known heat. Both light and heat are transmitted through
ice; and, therefore, this ether cannot be congealed. The same
is true of glass, and every transparent substance, however
dense; and even the most solid metals convey heat and elec-
tricity with remarkable facility; and, therefore, this ether exists
and acts with equal facility in the most solid masses as in a
vacuum, In short, it seems to be independent of chemical or
mechanical changes, and to act unobstructed in all possible
modifications of matter. And, though too evanescent to be
cognizable by the senses, or the most delicate chemical and
mechanical tests, it possesses, nevertheless, a most astonishing
activity.

Now, I am not going to assert that the spiritual body will
be composed of this luminiferous ether. But, since we know
not the composition of that body, it is lawful to suppose that
such may be its constitution, This is surely possible, and
that is all which is essential to my present argument.

Admitting its truth, the following interesting conclusions
follow:

In the first place, the spiritual body would be unaffected by
all possible changes of temperature. It might exist as well
in the midst of fire, or of ice, as in any intermediate, tempera-
ture, Hence it might pass from one extreme of temperature
to another, and be at home in them all; and this is what we
might hope for in a future world. Some, indeed, have imagined
that the sun will be the future heaven of the righteous; and
on this supposition there is no absurdity in the theory. Nor
would there be in the hypothesis which should locate heaven
in solid ice, or in the centre of the earth.

In the second place, on this supposition, the spiritual body
would be unharmed by those chemical and mechanical agencies
which matter in no other form can resist,
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