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bodies; and probably, at times, carried about in the vapour
and dust of the whole atmosphere of the earth, exists a world,

by the common senses of mankind unperceived, of very minute

living beings, which have been called, for the last seventy

years, infusoria. In the ordinary pursuits of life, this myste
rious and infinite kingdom of living creatures is passed by
without our knowledge of, or interest in, its wonders. But

to the quiet observer how astonishing do these become, when

he brings to his aid those optical powers by which his faculty
of vision is so much strengthened! In every drop of dirty,

stagnant water, we are generally, if not always, able to per
ceive, by means of the microscope, moving bodies, of from one
eleven hundred and fiftieth to one twenty-five thousandth of an

inch in diameter, and which often lie packed so closely together
that the space between each individual scarcely equals that of

their diameter." Prichard, History of Infusoria, p. 2, 1841.

Again, says he, "It is hardly conceivable that, within the

narrow space, [of a grain of mustard-seed,] eight millions of

living, active creatures can exist, all richly endowed with the

organs and faculties of animal life. Such, however, is the

astonishing fact." lb. p. 3.
In short, whoever will thoroughly study this subject will be

satisfied that Dr. Ehrenberg does not exceed the truth when
he asserts, as the result of his inquiries, that "experience
shows an unfathomableness of organic creations, when atten
tion is directed to the smallest space, as it does of stars, when

revealing the most immense." Prichc&rd, p. 8.
He who follows out the revelations of the telescope, as it

penetrates deeper and deeper into space, will feel, when he has
seen the remotest object which its power discloses, that there
must certainly be a vast unknown region beyond, infinitely e&

ceeding that one over which he has passed. Just so is it with
the microscope. It penetrates to an astonishing distance into
the infinitesimal forms of organic and inorganic matter; but

every improvement in the instrument reaches a new and equally
interesting field; and the conclusion forces itself upon the mind
that there are regions beyond of indefinite extent, teeming with
countless millions even of organic beings, of a size much more
diminutive than those yet discovered, and with inorganic forms
too minute for the imagination to conceive, indeed, we can
no more set limits to creation in the direction pointed 'hut by


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm


