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When, therefore, our means of perception shall be vastly im.

proved, as we have reason to believe they will be in eter

nity, these will become noble themes for examination. For

who can doubt that agents so ethereal in their nature, and

apparently indestructible, and even unchanged by any means

with which we are acquainted, will survive the final catastrophe
of our world? Probably, indeed, we are allowed to catch

only glimpses of their nature and operations on earth, so that

we may safely anticipate an immense expansion of the electri

city and optics which will form a part of the science of heaven.

We have endeavoured to show, in a former lecture, that the

future residence of the righteous will be material; that it will,

in fact, be the present earth, purified by the fires of the last

day, and rising from the final ruin in renovated splendour.
We have shown that this is the doctrine of Scripture, of

philosophy, and of a majority of the Christian Church. A

solid world, then, will exist, whose geology can be studied by

glorified miucls far more accurately and successfully than the

globe which we inhabit; for those minds will doubtless

be able to penetrate the entire mass of the globe, and learn its

whole structure. The final conflagration may, indeed, for

the most part, obliterate the traces of present and past organic

beings. But according to the doctrine of action and reaction

in mechanics, in chemistry, in electricity, and in organization,

every change that has ever passed over the earth has left

traces of its occurrence which can never be blotted out;

and it is not improbable that glorified minds will possess the

power of discovering and reading these records of the past, if

not on the principle just specified, yet in some other way; so

that the entire geological history of our planet will probably
pass in clear light before them. Points which we see only

through a glass darkly will then stand forth in full daylight; and

from the glimpses we are able to obtain in this world of its

present geological changes, what a mighty and interesting series
will be seen by celestial minds! If, even by the coloured rays
which come upon us through the twilight of this world, we are
able to see so many striking illustrations of the divine char
acter engraven on the solid rocks, what a noble volume of re

ligious truth shall be found written there, when the light of
heaven shall penetrate the earth's deep foundations! Those
foundations, figuratively described in Revelation as so many
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