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A TRANSCRIPT OF THE DIVINE CHARACTER. 399

precious stones, bearing up a city of pure gold, clear as glass,
will then reflect a richer light than the costliest literal gems

which the rocks now yield. The geology of heaven will be re-
splendent with divine glory.

We see, then, with a few probable exceptions, resulting
from a difference between the organism of heaven and earth,
that science will survive the ruin of this world, and in a nobler
form engage the minds, and interest the hearts, of heaven’s in-
habitants, It will, indeed, form a vast storehouse, whence
pious minds can draw fuel to kindle into a purer and brighter
flame their love and their devotion; for thence will they derive
new and bigher developments of the divine character. Shall
we not, then, admit that to be religious truth on earth which
in heaven will form the food of perfectly holy minds?

The position which I laid down, at the outset, that scientific
truth, rightly applied, is religious truth, seems to me most
clearly established. If admitted, there flow from it several in-
ferences of no small interest, which I am constrained to pre-
sent to your consideration,

Inthe first place, I infer from this discussion that the prin-
ciples of science are a transcript of the Divine Character.

I mean by this, that the laws of nature, which are synony-
mous with the principles of science, are not the result of any
arbitrary and special enactment on the part of the Deity, but
flow naturally from his perfections; so that, in fact, the varied
principles of science are but so many expressions of the per-
fections of Jehovah. If the universe had only a transient ex-
istence, we might suppose the laws that govern it to be the
result of a special ordination of the Deity, and destined to
perish with the annihilation of matter. But since we have no
evidence that matter will ever perish, and at least probable
evidence that it will exist for ever, the more rational supposi-
tion is, that its laws result from the nature of things, and are
only a development of so many featurcs of the divine char-
acter. If s0, then the most important inquiry in the study of
the sciences is to learn from them the phases in which they
present the divine perfections.

In the second place, it does mot follow jfrom this sulject that
the most extensive acquisitions in science mecessarily imply the
possession of true piety.

Piety consists in the exercise of right aflections of heart
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