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118 GEOLOGY IN RELATION TO

too much sea. But an acquaintance with facts,
and a just consideration of their bearings, teaches
us the reverse. We nced not complain that the
sea circumscribes our dowmains, as if we wanted
room, when vast regions, quite open to us, are
thinly peopled, and there remains so very
much land to be possessed. The sea yields
those exhalations which pass into dew and rain,
and irrigate the earth ; and if the effect be not
excessive, we should not ascribe superabundance
to the cause. That moisture is not to be con-
sidered superfluous which, flowing off from the
fields, and descending into fissures, ravines, and
valleys, bcecomes springs and rivers, impels
machinery and introduces shipping, and after
adorning many a landscape, and serving count-
less valuable purposes, mingles anew with the
waters of the ocean, It is a wonderful system
on which we are thus remarking. The blood
of animals flows in containing vessels; so does
the water, made artificially to supply towns; but
elevated by no forcing pump, the vapour rises
from the sca, and, conducted by no tubes, it per-
forms its vast and bencficent circuit with in-
fallible regularity. The sanguineous circulation
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