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120 GEOLOGY IN RELATION TO

supplies man with food. The finny tribes he
has neither fed nor tended. He has provided
for them. no sustenance, no shelter, no guar-
dian care. And yet, in the absence of all his
attentions and culture, they are supplied to him
in such abundance as to raise the question, whe-
ther, by all his fisheries, they are sensibly dimi-
nished. In sustaining his ships, the sea be-
comes a medium of communication for him
between the ends of the earth. And let it be
remembered, that these vessels are human
abodes, and that thousands of our race, or hun-
dreds of thousands, dwell mostly on the main.
In every way, then, the ocean is included in
the habitable globe.

FIRE.

Let us now advert to the other ageut, FirE.
The ocean, in lashing shores, tends to wash
them away; and if this power alone operated,
islands and continents would gradually disap-
pear. The sea, wearing down everything into
its channel, would become less deep, and more
extended, till all would be surrounded by its
ascendant billows. To counteract this destruc-



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-King/README.htm


