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ton there must be a compensating reproduction:

and the reproducing agent is Fire. To a cer

tain extent, the sea itself compensates for its

destructiveness, by covering its bed with new

strata: which may afterwards be elevated. But

although this agency would diminish the depth

of the ocean, it would never cause 'the waters

under the heaven to be gathered together into

one place, and let the dry land appear.' The

power of upheaval lies in heat. The bulk of

substances is greatly affected by their tempera

ture. In general they expand when they are

warmed, and contract when they are cooled.

In this way the elevation and subsidence of land

may be accounted for by the increase or reduc

tion of igneous agency. Subterranean heat corn

ing into contact with solid rocks, may not only

enlarge their volume, but may turn them into a

liquid or gaseous state. The liquids or gases

thus formed have prodigious elastic energy, and

may lift up strata of whatever strength and thick

ness. The upward pressure may be of wide

extent; and throughout that range of action the

conditions may be so nearly equal, that large

tracts of laud may be simultaneously and almosb
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