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Plesiosaurus. (mAnoeor, near, and savpa, a lizard.)

Remarks on the, . . 92

Prehensile. (Prekendo, to take, or seize ; prehensus.)
Adapted to seize or grasp. The tails of some
monkeys are prehensile, as the animals have
the power of coiling them around the branches
of trees, so as to take hold of the branches. 110, ete.

Primitive. The granite and the crystalline strata
were formerly called primitive, under the idea
that they were the first formed, and that the
aqueous and volcanic rocks were afterwards su-
perimposed. All formations were then supposed
to be of agqueous origin.

Prior, the Poet. On the absurdities of Lucretius, 182

Processes. Projecting parts.

QuarTz. A simple mineral, composed of pure silex.
The very hard white translucent stones frequently
met with on gravel walks, are quartz. Soalso is
rock crystal.

RasaiT, instincts of] . : . . . 106

Refrigeration. (Re and frigus, cold.) The act of
cooling: state of being cooled, . - . 80
Reid, Dr. Thomas. On maternal carefulness, . 113
Reptiles. The class reptilia constitutes one of the
great groups of the vertebrated animals. Respi-
ration is effected in some of the reptiles by lungs
and gills, in others by lungs only. The blood is
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