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X1v PREFACE.

served rate of change by which they alter: by which
Anglo-Saxon, for example, has become English,
Latin Italian, and ancient Greek modern (though
these languages have been affected by every
conceivable cause of variation and depravation) ;
that it would require hundreds of thousands, nay,
millions of years to account for the production,
by known natural causes, of the vast multitude
of totally distinct languages, and tens of thou-
sands of dialects, which man now utters. On
the other hand, the geologist is more and more
persuaded of the comparatively recent origin of
the human race. What, then, is to harmonise
these conflicting statements? Will it not be
curious if it should turn out that nothing can pos-
sibly harmonise them but the statement of Gene-
sis,that in order to prevent the natural tendency of
the race to accumulate on one spot, and facilitate
their dispersion and destined occupancy of the
globe, a preternatural intervention expedited the
operation of the causes which would gradually
have given birth to distinet languages 2'*

Other examples, of the service rendered to
Revealed Religion by Geology, will be found in

* For Oct., 1849, p. 353.
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