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then formed the friendship that still unites n, were ap
pointed to accompany this expedition as 11'.1t111-:ii ists.

1 had flattered myself during several months with the
idea of sharing the labours directed to so great and honour_
able an object when the war which broke out in Germany and
It a'Iv, determined the French government to withdraw the
funs granted for their voyage of discovery, and adjourn it
to an indefinite period. Deeply mortified at finding the

plans I had formed during many years of my life overthrown
in a single day, I sought at any risk the speediest means of

quitting Europe, and engaging in some enterprise which

might console me for my disappointment.
1 became acquainted with a Swedish consul, named Skiolde

brand, who having been appointed by his court to carry

presents to the dey of Algiers, was passing through Paris,
to embark at Marseilles. This estimable man had resided
a long time on the coast of Africa; and being highly respected
by the government of Algiers, he could easily procure me

permission to visit that part of the chain of the Atlas which
had not been the object of the important researches of M.
Desfontaines. He despatched every year a vessel for Tunis,
where the pilgrims embarked for Mecca, and he promised to

convey me by the same medium to Egypt. I eagerly seized
so favourable an opportunity, and thought myself on the

point of executing a plan which I had formed previously to

my arrival in France. No mineralogist had yet examined
that lofty chain of mountains which, in the empire of
Morocco, rises to the limits of the perpetual snow. I flat
tered myself, that, after executing some operations in the

alpine regions of Barbary, I should receive in Egypt from
those illustrious men who had for some months formed the
Institute of Cairo, the same kind attentions with which I
had been honoured during my abode in Paris. I hastily
completed my collection of instruments, and purchased.works

relating to the countries I was going to visit. I parted from
a brother who, by his advice and example, had hitherto
exercised a great influence on the direction of my thoughts.
He approved the motives which determined me to quit Eu

rope; a secret voice assured is that we should meet again;
and that hope, which did not prove delusive, assuaged the

pain of a long separation. I left Paris with the intention
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