
MEASP"ll:ES OF IMf~OV~~iENT. 

taken advantage of those propitious circumstances, and of 
the ascendency of sotne men of abilitie.s over their countr:Y ... 
n1en, the state of society would have undergone progress~ve 
changes ; and in our days, the inhabitants of the island ot" 
Cuba would have enjoyed some of the improvements: whic:l1; 
have been under discussion for the space of thir-ty year~~ 
rhe movem.ent at Saint Don1ingo, in 1790, and those whicll 
took place in Jamaica, in 1794, caused so gFeat an alartn 
an1ong the haciendados of the island of Cub~, that ill a J un_tq, 
economica it was wa.rmlv debated· what measure -could. be 
adopted to secure the tranquillity, of the country. Eegu\a.­
tions were 1nade respectil).g the p"Q.rsuit of fugitive slaves,:tt: 
which, till then, .had given rise to tQ.e most revolting:ex~esses; 
it was proposed to augtnent the number of negresses on. the 
sugar estates, to direct more attention to the edu<;ation of 
children, to diminish the introduction of Afri~an negroes, to 
bring white planters frotn the Canaries, and Indian planters 
from Mexico, to establish country schools \vith the view of 
i1nproving the manners of the lower class, and to mitigate 
slavery in an indirect wa.y. These propositions had not· the 
desired. effect. The junta opposed every system of hnmi­
gration, and the majority of the proprietors, indulging theiD 
old illusions of security, would not restrain the · ~l~ve-trade, 

* Reglamento sob.re los Negros Cimman·ones de 26 de Dec. de 1796~ 
Before the year 1788, there were great numbers of fugitive negroes. 
( cimmarones) in the mountains of J aruco, where they were sometimes 
apalancados, that is, where several of those unfortunate creatures fo,rmed 
~mall intrenchments for their eommon defence, by heaping up trunks of 
trees. The maroon negt·oes, born in Africa (bozales ), are easily. t~~en ; 
for the greater number, in the vain hope of finding their native land, 
march day and night in the direction of the east. When take.n, t)ley are 
so exhausted by fatigue and hunger, that tl~ey are only saved by g-ivi.ng 
~hem, during several days, very small quantities of soup. The creole 
maroon negroes conceal themselves by day in the woods, and steal pro. 
visions during the night. Till 1790, the right of taking the . fugitiv~ 
negroes belonging only to the Alcalde mayo·r provincial, an hereditary 
office in the family of the Count de Bareto. At .present, any of the inha. 
'9itants can seize the maroons, and the proprietor of the slave pays four 
piastres per bead, besides the food. If the name of the master .is not 
known, the Consulado employs the maroon negro in the public works •. 
This man-hunting, which, at Hayti and Jc.1.maica, bas given so much fatal 
celtbrity to the dogs of Cuba, was carried on in the most c1:ueJ manner 
bt:fore the regulation which I have mentioned above. 
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