
Vi PREFACE.

they enter on the development of these in the

creation of a universe and its moral history onward

to the consummation if all things. One cannot

peruse the successive titles of the chapters in the

systematic works of our best and greatest authors,

without observing how much the arrangement

proceeds in the chronological order of the history

of the divine government-so that, after the estab

lishment of the initial lessons which we have now

specified, we are very generally conducted along

some such series of doctrines as the following

the formation ofman; his original state of innocence;

the introduction of moral evil at the fall, and the

consequent guilt and depravation of our species;

the remedy for this universal disease in the ap

pointment of a Mediator; the atonement made by

Him, so as to release his followers from the penalty,

of sin; the doctrine of a regenerating Spirit to

deliver them from its power; the free overtures of

this reconciliation and recovery to the world; the

great moral change experienced by all who accept

them; their duties in the present life, and their

blissful prospects of another: on the other hand

the fearful doom of all who reject the Christian

message; the judgment to which both the obedient

and the rebellious will be summoned at the end of

the world; and the destinies which respectively

await them, in that everlasting economy which is
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