
PREFACE. XI

onward in the path of mquiry. In the execution

of these tasks we have occupied the first Book,

having the title of Preliminary Views; and would

now bespeak the indulgence of our readers for

what some might deem the superfluous illustration

of its two first, and others might feel to be the

hopeless ana impracticable obscurity of its two

succeeding chapters. The latter complaint should

be laid, we think, not on the Author, but on the

necessities of his subject. To the former however

he must plead guilty; for, even though at the

expense of nauseating those of quick and powerful

understanding; and whose taste is more for the

profound than the palpable, however important

the truth inculcated may be and however desirable

to have the luminous conception and intense feeling

of it-he should rejoice to be the instrument, and

more particularly at the outset of their religious

earnestness, of giving the most plain and intelli.

gible notices of their way even unto babes.

We shall not be so liable to either of these

extremes in the subsequent Books of which this

treatise is composed-and the perusal of which

indeed might be immediately entered on, although

the first or preliminary Book were to receive the

treatment that is often given to a long and weari

some preface, that is, passed over altogether. We

must, confess, however our desire for the judgment
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