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hand; and at all events do not lie beyond the con

fines of the globe which we inhabit. On the other

field they have place and occupancy at an exceeding

distance away from us. The eye in quest of them

must lift itself above all earthly objects; and often

beyond the ken of our natural vision, they would

have been for ever unknown-had not the telescope,

that powerful instrument of revelation, fetched

them to the men of our world, from those far and

hidden obscurities in which they had lain for ages.

But whatever the difference may be between the

terrestrial and the celestial physics, in regard to

the way by which we arrive at their data-there is

no such difference in regard to the way through

which, by a mathematical process of reasoning,

truths are educed from these data. It matters

not whether they be the elements of some terrestrial

survey, or the observed elements of some distant

planet that have been committed to a formula, and

made over to the investigations of the analyst. It

was indeed a far loftier flight, when in the capacity
of an observer, he passed from the stations and

the objects of a landscape below to those of the

upper firmament. But there was no transition,

at all corresponding to this-when passing from

tne mathematics of the one contemplation to the

mathematics of the other. Even at the time when

he labours to determine the form or the periods of

some heavenly orbit, his mind is only in contact

with the symbols of that formula, or with the line¬

and spaces of that little diagram, which is before

his eyes. It is enough that the triangle which

comprehends any portion however small of his
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