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ETHICS OF THEOLOGY. 3D

bosom. There may have been some obscurelv
initial or rudimental business of observation at tne
outset of his mental history, ere his notions of a
line or a number or a quantity were settled; but jt
is an observation that might have all been carried
on within a cell or a hermitage: And the important
thing to be remarked is, that these notions, of
homeward growth and origin though they be, are
available on the field of the celestial as well as on
that of the terrestrial Physics—and that when once
by observation the respective data of each are
ascertained, the same mathematics are applicable
to both.

20. And it is just so in Moral Philosophy. This
science hath its objects that are ascertained by
observation—and, apart from these, it hath its
Ethics, in virtue of which it can assign the moral
relations that subsist between these objects. The
facts of the science are just as distinct from the
ethics of the science, as the facts of Natural Philo-
sophy are from the mathematics of Natural Philo-
sophy. Dy observation we can know of certain
particulars in the state, or of certain passages in
the histery of two human beings—and, not by
means of any further observation, but by certain
ethical principles and by these alone, we can pro-
nounce on the moral relationship that is between
them, and on the proprieties of that relationship.
Let us but know of any two men, that the one is
a friendly and disinterested benefactor, and that
the other is a dependant on his liberalities—or of
the one that he is the generous lender, and of the
other shat Le is the debtor who had promised and
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