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a power over me-that he hath an eye upon all

my movements, and by the charm of some talisman

in his possession, can read all the feelings and fiuc.

tuations of my bosom-that, withal, he is my watch,

ful and unwearied friend, and that every opportune

suggestion, whether of comfort in distress or of

counsel in the midst of my perplexities, is but the

secret whisper of his voice-this were a fact utterly

beyond the range of all our present experience, yet
if only ascertained to be a fact not beyond the range

of our present and existing ethics-and the grati..
tude I should owe to this beneficent though unseen

guardian of my walk is as sure a dictate of our

known and established morality, as is the gratitude

that I owe to the nurse who tended my infancy, or

to the patron who led me step by step along the

bright prosperity of my manhood.

29. To ascertain then whether there be indeed a

celestial ethics we have to go in quest of facts, and

not of principles. We have no new system of

morality to devise. There are present capacities
of moral judgment and emotion within our heart;

and for the development of which the world that is

immediately around us is crowded with the objects

to which they respond. The question is, whether

there are not such objects also out of our world.

and which when so addrest to our understanding

that we perceive their reality, do not furthermore

so address our sense of duty, as to convince us of a

something which we ought to feel, or of a something

which we ought to do.

30. We are aware, that along with the total

degeneracy of man, there has been a total darkness
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