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duty, solemn and imperative duty, stands associated

with the thought of a possible deity, as well as with

the sight of a present deity, standing in full mani

festation before us. Even anterior to all knowledge

of God, or when that knowledge is in embryo,

there is both a path of irreligion and a path of

piety; and that law which denounces the one and

gives to the other an approving testimony, may

find in him who is still in utter darkness about his

origin and his end, a fit subject for the retributions

which she deals in. He cannot be said to have

borne disregard to the will of that God, whom he

has found. But his is the guilt of impiety, in that

he has borne disregard to the knowledge of that

God, whom he was bound by every tie of gratitude

to seek after-a duty not founded on the proofs

that may be exhibited for the being of a God, but

a duty to which even the most slight and slender of

presumptions should give rise. And who can deny
that, antecedent to all close and careful examination

of the proofs, there are at least many presumptions
in behalf of a God, to meet the eye of every obser

ver? Is there any so hardy as to deny, that the

curious workmanship of his frame may have had a

designer and an architect; that the ten thousand

independent circumstances which must be united

ere he can have a moment's ease, and the failure of

any one of which would be agony, may not have met

at random, but that there may be a skilful and

unseen hand to have put them together into one

wondrous concurrence, and that never ceases to

uphold it; that there may be a real and a living
artist, whose fingers did frame the economy of actual
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