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by the destruction of the telescope, and the disap

pearance of all its wondrous revelations from the

memory of our species. The earth that we tread

upon would still continue to be a platform for the

display and exercise of the moral proprieties-and

as it was in the age of Greece and Rome, the

period of a distorted theology, so would it be now

in the period of an utterly extinct theology-virtue

would be felt in its rightness, and also be felt in the

obligation of it.

31. When Sir Isaac Newton was first made to

know of the Satellites of Jupiter, he had not an

essentially new mathematics to learn that he might

evolve the law of their movements. The only

novelty lay in the facts, and not in the principles

that he brought to bear upon them. The geome.

try which guided him along these celestial orbs

was the very same by which he traced the path of

a projectile on the surface of our own planet; and

to obtain a just estimate of those mazy heavens

that now were opened to his view, he had only to

transfer the mathematics which he before had to

another set of data. And it is the very same with

the revelations of a higher moral, as with those of

a higher physical economy. It is a revelation not

of new principles, but of new objects addressed to

our old principles. The very ethics that had been

long in frequent and familiar exercise about the

things within our knowledge, are available for

such things as are now offered for the first time to

our contemplation-even though our eye had not

before seen, nor our ear heard, nor yet it had ever

entered into our hearts to conceive of them. The
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