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may be said to study the lessons of natura. astro-
nomy. There was such an astronomy prior to
the invention of the telescope ; and even still, the
limits could be assigned between those truths or
doctrines of the whole science of astronomy which
lie within the ken of the natural eye, and those
that lie without the ken of the natural eye, but
within the ken of the telescope.

34. And so truly of moral philosophy. Within
the natural eyesight of the mind, there may be
clearly perceived—not alone those objects of the
science which are placed immediately around us
upon earth; but there may also be perceived,
though dimly and hazily we allow, one heavenly
object of the science. The light of nature reaches
more or less a certain way into the region of celes-
tial ethics; and so there is a natural theology
which, however dull or imperfect the medium
through which it is viewed, presents us with some-
thing different from a total obscuration. There is
a book of observation open to all men, in whose
characters, indistinct though they be, we may read
if not the signals at least the symptoms of a Di-
vinity—and which, if not enough for the purpose of
our seeing, are at least enough to make us respone
sible for the direction in which we are looking.
The doctrines of this natural theology may not
bear the decided impress of verities upon them—
so that as the conclusions of a full and settled
belief they may not be valuable. But they at
least stand fortn in the aspect of verisimilitudes
—so that as calls to attention and further in-

quiry they are highly valuable. There was such
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