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from Hume containing the argument in his own

words: "But it is only when two species of objects
are found to be constantly conjoined that we can

infer the one from the other; and were an effect

presented which was entirely singular and could

not be comprehended under any known species, I

do not see that we could form any conjecture or

inference at all concerning its cause. If experience
and observation and analogy be indeed the only

guides which we can reasonably follow in inferences

of this nature-both the effect and cause must bear

asimilarity and resemblance to other effects and

causes which we know, and which we have found

in many instances to be conjoined with each other."

Again-" If we see a house, we conclude with the

greatest certainty that it had an architect or

builder; because this is precisely that species of

effect, which we have experienced to proceed from

that species of cause. But surely you will not

affirm that the universe bears such a resemblance

to a house, that we can with the same certainty
infer a similar cause, or that the analogy is here

entire and perfect. The dissimilitude is so striking,
that the utmost you can here pretend to is a guess,
a conjecture, a presumption concerning a similar

cause; and how that pretension will be received in

the world I leave you to consider."-,' When two

species of objects have always been observed to be

conjoined together, I can infer by custom the exist..

ence of one, wherever I see the existence of the

other; and this I call an argument from experience.

'Hume's Essays, Vol. IL p. 157, being an extract from his
Essay on Providence and a Future State.
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