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mon belief in the constancy of these sequences-.

though they who think, as we do, that the belief is

of instinctive origin, cannot but feel how wondrous

the coincidence is between the constancy itself and

the fact, that from the very first dawnings of

mental perception this constancy is counted upon.
t does not at all appear that the experience of

nature's constancy is first waited for ere it is

anticipated by the mind. And even although it

ad to be waited for; and the observation had

been made for years of nature's constancy
it is still to be explained why we should infer

from this the same constancy in the years which

are to come. It does not follow that because

nature hath proceeded in a certain invariable

course throughout the whole retrospect of our

experience, it must therefore do the same through..
out the whole range of our future anticipations.
The one fact does not necessarily involve the

other. There has been an unfailing constancy in

nature through the years that are past-and there

appears no necessity which can be assigned, why
on this account there should be as unfailing a

constancy of nature through the years that are to

come. It may be, or it may not be,-but yet the

firm impregnable conviction of all, is that most

certainly it shall be-and this anticipation, 'which

all without exception have, is followed up by the

most unexcepted fulfilment.

17. The heat that is of a certain temperature
will always melt ice. The impulse that hath once

given direction and velocity, will always in the

same circumstances be followed up with motion.
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