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must state the informations even of the Old Testa..

ment to be far more satisfying to ourselves than all

the vaunted theorems of academic demonstration.

There is a great reigning spirit by which the varied

authorship of this book is so marked and bar...

monized-there is such a unity of design and

contemplation in writings that lie scattered over

the tract of many centuries-there is such a stately

and consistent march from the first dawnings of this

singular history, towards that great evolution in

which the whole prophecy and priesthood of the

consecrated land converged and terminated-there

is withal such an air of simple and venerable great

ness over this earlier record-such loftiness in

its poetry-such obvious characters of truth and

sanctity and moral earnestness throughout all its

compositions, as superadd the strongest weight of

internal testimony to the outward and historical

evidence by which it is supported. This may
afterwards be more distinctly unfolded-but we

cannot even at this stage of our inquiries withhold

all reference to a Book on whose aspect there sits

the expression of most unfeigned honesty, and in

whose disclosures we have lessons of the sublimost

Theism.
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