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ences with best advantage on those worlds, which

by the weight of its superior attraction it could

compel to a close attendance upon itself? Why,
instead of this great central fire around which the

planets move, and whence they receive through

every part of their course an almost equable dis

pensation-might there not have been an opaque
mass in the midst of that planetarium which now

is lighted up so gorgeously; and wandering suns

that, moving as comets do, might have scorched

and left to freeze alternately the fixed and immovei..

able opaque in the midst of the firmament? And

there are other adaptations_a rotation around

every axis that affords a grateful succession of day
and night-a- progressive movement in space which

along with the inclination of the axis to the plane

of revolution leads on the seasons through the

round of their beneficent journey-the satellites

that reflect though they do not radiate, and cast

their pale but useful lustre over the wintry and

benighted regions of the worlds which they encom

pass-the distance at which the planets are kept

from each other, and the free uncumbered amplitude

which is thus left for moving without interruption,

and without even any hurtful disturbance from

their mutual gravitations. These are the few but

still the contingent simplicities which might or

might not have taken place-and on the actual

concurrence of which, those worlds resemble our

own in certain great characteristics, which we know

are indispensable to the sustenance and the being

of all its animated generations. We are aware of

no force now in operation that could have carried
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