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out these planets to their respective distances from

the sun-that could then, instead of simply leaving

them to fall back into the mass of that great

luminary, have projected them at about right

angles to the line which lay between them-that

could have directed the impulses so, as that in

most instances, there should have been an axis

with an angle of inclination to the plane of the

orbit-that should have so tempered the velocity

of the centrifugal motion as to have given to each

a nearly circular path-that, in like manner, should

have launched the satellites around their primaries,

and thus have given rise to that beauteous and

beneficent mechanism which the laws of nature

might keep in action, but which no laws of nature

that we have any access to could have framed or put

together. To constitute a machine is one thing-to
continue it in operation is another. The latter might

be done in virtue of the properties of matter, and

the former not be referrible to any one material

agent within the compass of our knowledge.

Although we should concede to Atheists, that the

laws of matter had been long antecedent to the

formation of the planetary system-yet formed as

the system may have been in accommodation to

these laws, there might, by the mere adjustment of

its parts, (and an adjustment which no blind and

unconscious forces that we at least know of could

have given rise to,) to subserve some striking and

palpable ends-there might be evidence in this

goodly fabrication, of a purpose by an Artist's

mind, and of an Artist's hand put forth on the

execution of it.


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1853-Chalmers-NatTheo/README.htm


