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greater the number of independent circumstances

which must meet together for the production of

a useful result--then, in the actual fact of their

concurrence, is there less of probability for its

being the effect of chance, and more of evidence

for its being the effect of design. A beneficent

combination of three independent elements is not

80 impressive or so strong an argument for a

divinity, as a similar combination of six or ten

such elements. And every mathematician, con

versant in the doctrine of probabilities, knows how

with every addition to the number of these elements,

the argument grows in force and intensity, with

a rapid and multiple augmentation-till at length,

in some of the more intricate and manifold

conjunctions, those more particularly having an

organic character and structure, could we but

trace them to an historical commencement, we

should find, on the principles of computation alone,

that the argument against their being fortuitous

products, and for their being the products of a

scheming and skilful artificer, was altogether over...

powering.

17. We might apply this consideration to various

departments in nature. In astronomy, the inde-

pendent elements seem but few and simple, which

must meet together for the composition of a

planetarium.
One uniform law of gravitation,

with a force of projection impressed by one impulse

on each of the bodies, could suffice to account for

the revolutions of the planets round the sun, and

of the satellites around their primaries, along with

the diurnal revolution of each, and the varying
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