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of at least so many of the animal and vegetable
races* proper to its era. It is on this and this

alone that our argument is based; and we do not

need therefore, for the purpose of upholding it, to

advocate any one geological system in preference to

others-.seeing that it rests, not on the peculiarities
of one creed, but on one article very generally if

not universally to be found in them.

3. Our object in adverting to the speculations of

geology is to direct the eye to a point in the

physical history which it assigns to our globe, when,

on every principle of our commonly received

philo-sophy,there would be required a special inter..

position on the part of a God. It is to exhibit

what we have long regarded as the nearest to a

direct and experimental manifestation of a Creative

Process. It is to make demonstration of a time

when the goodliest specimens of organization that

now abound in our world did not exist-and are

therefore a consequent, from which we are fully
warranted to reason of the antecedent that went

before it. We know not from what quarter to

borrow a more effectual weapon, for putting to

flight the atheistical imagination of the animal aild

vegetable kingdoms, being upheld by a chain that

is lost in a posterior direction among the obscurities

of the distant future, and lost in an anterior direc..

tion among the still more formidable recesses of the

eternity that is past. It is enough, if, amid the

loose and unsettled speculations of geology, they

generally point to this, that the chain is not end..

less but has had a definite commencement-and that
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