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conclusion that the former species have been

extinguished, and given place to a new and totally

dissimilar generation.

8. But this is not all. The various tribes of land

animals now multiply and d, and deposit their

remains in that very region which abounds with

the marine productions of a former era. The

sediment of rivers is not all carried forward im

mediately to the sea. A great part of it is arrested

in its progress, and goes either to accumulate a

soil upon their banks, or to form alluvial land at

their mouths. The skeletons of land animals are

enveloped in this mass of mineral substances. The

ocean which has changed its place once may do it

again. It may make a second irruption upon the

land, and sweep away whole genera of living

creatures from the globe. The surface that is

left dry may be repeopied by a few out of the

many who may have escaped this catastrophe-.or

an ever watchful Deity may again interfere; and,

by another exercise of creative power, may occupy
the new formed land by other generations.

9. In this way the remains of land and of sea

animals may be assembled together in the same

neighbourhood. The successive retreats and irrup-.
tions of the Ocean may produce, not one, but a

series of alternations. And the strata which are

around us, each evincing its own relative antiquity

by its position, and exhibiting the remains of its

own peculiar animals, may serve the double pur

pose of recording the great revolutions which have

taken place, both in the animal and vegetable

kingdoms, and upon the surface of our Globe.
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