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mighty conatus-nor would the Earth become

quiescent till a new and elevated equator was

formed at right angles to the former one, and

passing through the present poles.

12. But it is not necessary to assume so entire

a change in the position of the Earth's axis as to

produce so great a difference in any of the existing

levels-nor would any single impetus indeed suffice

to accomplish such a change. The transference

of the poles from their present situation by a few

degrees, would give rise to a revolution sudden

enough and mighty enough for a great physical

era in the history of the Globe-and a change of

level indeed for a single quarter of a mile, would

overwhelm its fairest regions, and destroy the vast

majority of its living animals.

13. To show that we fear nothing from infidel

science, let us present the following extract from

La Place, the ablest and most exalted of its

votaries, who in his book entitled "the System of

the World," after having reasoned on the likelihood

that in the course of ages a comet might interfere

with our Earth, thus pictures the effects of the

collision:-" It is easy to represent the effect of

such a shock upon the Earth.-the axis and motion

of rotation changed-the waters abandoning their

ancient position to precipitate themselves towards

the new equator.-the greater part of men and

animals drowned in a universal deluge, or destroyed

by the violence of the shock given to the terrestrial

globe-whole species destroyed-all the monuments

of human industry reversed-such are the effects

which the shock of a comet would produce."
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