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amount, it seems palpable, that on the one hand

there has been an entire destruction of the ancient

species, and on the other an entire renovation o

species wholly distinct and dissimilar from the

former. The older chains of succession have been

suddenly terminated, as if broken off at their lower

extremities. And the more recent chains, instead

of being to be traced through the midway passage
of a great geological tempest, for the older forma

tions, those earlier records of our globe hold out

no indication of them-the recent chains have after

a catastrophe had their first and definite origin.
Now the question is, Who or what is the origi

nator? All the busy processes of nature which

are going on around us, fail towards even so much

as the formation of an organic being, endowed

with the faculty of self-transmission. All the

possible combinations which human ingenuity can

devise, are baffled in the enterprise. And, save

by that peculiar tie which connects the one link

of this concatenation with the other, there is not

in all the known resources of nature and art,

another method by which such a creature can be

formed. How then are the first links to be

accounted for? Is there aught in the rude and

boisterous play of a great physical catastrophe that

can germinate those exquisite structures, which

during our yet undisturbed economy have been

transmitted in pacific succession to the present

day? What is there in the rush and turbulence

and mighty clamour of such great elements-of

ocean heaved from its old resting place, and lifting

its billows above the Alps and the Andes of a
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