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as merely an affair of outposts, which, however

terminating, will leave the main strength of the

Christian argument unimpaired. We have already

endeavoured to show, how without any invasion

even on the literaiities of the Mosaic record, the

indefinite antiquity of the globe might safely be

given up to naturalists, as an arena whether for

their sportive fancies or their interminable gladi

atorship. On this supposition the details of that

operation narrated by Moses, which lasted for six

days on the earth's surface, will be regarded as the

steps, by which the present economy of terrestrial

things was raised, about six thousand years ago,

on the basis of an earth then without form and

void. While, for aught of information we have in

the Bible, the earth itself may, before this time,

have been the theatre of many lengthened pro..

cesses-the dwelling place of older economies that

have now gone by; but whereof the vestiges sub..

gist even to the present day, both to the needless

alarm of those who befriend the cause of Christi

anity, and to the unwarrantable triumph of those

who have assailed it.

27. Let us never quit the strongholds of the

Christian argument in hazarding a mere affair of

outposts, unless we are quite sure of the ground

we stand upon. There are certain zealous

defenders of Christianity who in this way have done

an injury to the cause. And it does give rise to a

most unnecessary waste of credit and confidence,

it does give the enemies of religion a most unneces

sary triumph, when its defenders expose their

ignorance in the maintenance of a position, which
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