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even though given up leaves Christianity as firmly

based as ever, on those miraculous and prophetic

and experimental evidences which substantiate the

Bible as the authentic record of an authentic corn-.

munication from Heaven to Earth, as a Book

indited by holy men of God, who stood charged,

not with the matters of physical science, but with

those transcendently higher matters which relate to

the moral guidance and the moral destiny of our

species.
28. Yet whatever room there might be for wise

and sound policy in managing the Christian argu-.

ment, there is no reason at all for the pusillanimous

feeling of dismay. Our cause may suffer a partial

and temporary discredit from the mismanagement

of its friends-but not all the strength and subtlety

of its most powerful adversaries can achieve its

permanent overthrow. Those days have gone by

of triumphant anticipation to the enemies of the

cross, when the wit of Voltaire, and the eloquence

of Rousseau, and the sophistry of Hume, entered

into menacing combination on the side of infidelity.

These have all been withstood-and on the arena,

too, of literary and intellectual debate-where many

a feat of championship has been performed, in

repelling those successive attacks, which under the

semblance of philosophy have been made upon the

Faith. For after all it is but a semblance and

nothing more. That demi-.infidel spirit, which for

a generation or two has kept such hold of the seats

of philosophy, did not find its ascendancy there till

we had sunk down to an age of little men. Those

great master-.spirits of a former age, after whom
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