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necks and legs that is fitted by the mere operation

of a blind and physical energy to produce these

webs? Or, can the adjustment of parts so remote

and unconnected be ascribed to any thing but

collocation?

12. There is a very pleasing information re

cently given in a most entertaining book of travels

by Mr. Waterton. It respects the sloth-an animal

which creeps along the ground with every symptom

of distress, as if it laboured under the pain and

discomfort of some very grievous maE-adjustment.

According to the narrative of this very adventurous

traveller, he has cleared up this apparent exception

to the order of perfect adaptation throughout the

animal kingdom. The creature, it would appear,

when on the ground, is out of its element. Its

natural habitat is among the branches of trees,

which branches interlaced with each other afford

a continuous path for hundreds of miles in the

extensive forests of South America. Its feet, it

would appear, were not made for pressing upon

the earth, but for lapping into each other, so as to

suspend the animal with its back undermost on

those horizontal branches, along which it warps its

way from one tree to another. When it regains

its natural situation, it instantly recovers, it is said,

its natural alacrity, and exchanges the agony it

experienced, when in a state of violence, for the

ease and enjoyment of one who feels himself at

home. The frame and habitudes of the creature

are thus found, as with all other animals, to be

exactly suited to the place of its proper occupation
-so as no longer to stand in the way of the general
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