
294 ON THE EVIDENCE FOR A GOD

12. The great 'object of philosophy is to ascer

tain the simple or ultimate principles, into which

all the phenomena of nature may by analysis be

resolved. But it often happens that in this attempt

she stops short at a secondary law, which might be

demonstrated by further analysis to be itself a com

plex derivative of the primitive or elementary laws.

Until this work of analysis be completed, we shall

often mistake what is compound for what is simple,

both in the philosophy of mind and the philosophy

of matter-being frequently exposed to intractable

substances or intractable phenomena in both, which

long withstand every effort that science makes for

their decomposition. It is thus that the time is

not yet come, and may never come, when we shall

fully understand what be all the simple elements or

simple laws of matter; and what be all the distinct

elementary laws, or, as they have sometimes been

termed, the ultimate facts in the constitution of the

human mind. But we do not need to wait for this

communication, ere we can trace, in either depart

ment, the wisdom and beneficence of a Deity-for

many are both the material and mental processes

which might be recognised as pregnant with utility,

and so, pregnant with evidence for a God, long

before the processes themselves are analyzed.

The truth is, that a secondary law, if it do not

exhibit any additional proof of design in a distinct

useful principle, exhibits that proof in a distinct

and useful disposition of parts-for, generally

speaking, a secondary law is the result of an opera

tion by some primitive law, in peculiar and new

circumstances. For example, the law of the tides
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