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300 ON TRE EVIDENCE FOR A GOD

complex or cumbersome instrumentality, as often
takes place in the simplification of machines, when,
by the device of some ingenious ligament or wheel,
the apparatus is made equally, perhaps more effec-
tive, whilst less unwieldy or less intricate than
before. Yet there is one way in which, along
with an exceeding complication in th2 mechanism,
there might be given the impression, of the very
highest skill and capacity having been put forth on
the contrivance of it. It is when, by means of a
very operose and complex instrumentality, the
triumph of art has been made all the more conspi~
cuous, by a very marvellous result having been
obtained out of very unpromising materials. It is
true, that, in this case too, a still higher impression
of skill would be given, if the same or a more
striking result were arrived at, even after the
intricacy of the machine had been reduced, by
some happy device, in virtue of which certain of
its parts or circumvolutions had been superseded ;
and thus, without injury to the final effect, so
much of the complication had been dispensed with.
Still, however, the substance, whether of the ma-
chine or the manufacture, may be conceived so
very intractable as to put an absolute limit on any
further simplification, or as to create an absolute
necessity for all the manifold contrivance which
had been expended on it. When this idea pre-
dominates in the mind—then all the complexity
which we may behold, does not reduce our admira-
tion of the artist, but rather deepens the sense that
we have, both of the reconditeness of his wisdom,
and of the wondrous vastness and variety of his
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