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ON THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE. 809

the general consent of mankind, this authority is,
in sentiment and opinion at least, conceded to
them.* It is somewhat like an antiquarian con-
troversy respecting the first formation and subse-
quent historical changes of some certain court of
government, the rightful authority of whose deci-
sions and acts is, at the same time, fully recog-
nised. And so, philosophers have disputed regard-
ing the court of conscience—of what materials it is
constructed, and by what line of genealogy from
the anterior principles of our nature it has sprung.
Yet most of these have admitted the proper right
of sovereignty which belongs to it; its legitimate
place as the master and the arbiter over all the
appetites and desires and practical forces of human
nature. Or, if any have dared the singularity of
denying this, they do so in opposition to the gene-
ral sense and general language of mankind, whose
very modes of speech compel them to affirm that
the biddings of conscience are of paramount autho-
rity—its pecuhar office being to tell what all men
should, or all men ought to do.

4. The proposition, however, which we are now

* ¢« Upon whatever,” observes Dr. Adam Smith, ¢ we suppose
our moral faculties to be founded, whether upon a certain modifi-
cation of reason, upon an original instinct called a mornl sense, or
upon some other principle of our nature, it cannot be doubted that
they were given us for the direction of our conduct in this life.
They carry along with them the most evident badges of this
authority, which denote that they were set up within us to be the
supreme arbiters of all our actions, to superintend all our senses,
passions and appetites, and to judge how far each of them was
either to be indulged or restrained. It is the peculiar office of
these faculties to _]ndge, to bestow censure or applause upon all

the other principles of our nature.”—Theory of Moral Sentiments,
Part iii. chap. v
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