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sons of anarchy, be dissevered from that supreme

court or magistrate to whom it rightfully belongs.

The mechanism of a political fabric is not ade.

quately or fully described by the mere enumeration

of its parts. There must also enter into the

description, the relation which the parts bear to

each other; and more especially, the paramount

relation of rightful ascendancy and direction, which

that part, in which the functions of Government

are vested, bears to the whole. Neither is the

mechanism of man's personal constitution fully or

adequately described, by merely telling us in succes

sion the several parts of which it is composed-as

the passions, and the appetites, and the affections,

and the moral sense, and the intellectual capacities,

which make up this complex and variously gifted

creature The particulars of his mental system

must not only be stated, each in their individuality;

but the bearing or connexion which each has with

the rest-else it is not described as a system at all.

In making out this description-, we should not only

not overlook the individual faculty of conscience,

but we must not overlook its relative place among

the other feelings and faculties of our nature.

That place is the place of command. What con

science lays claim to is the mastery or regulation

over the whole man. Each desire of our nature

rests or terminates in its own appropriate object,

as the love of fame in applause, or hunger in food,

or revenge in the infliction of pain upon its object,

or affection for another in the happiness and com

pany of the beloved individual. But the object of

the moral sense is to arbitrate and direct among all
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