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332 ON THE SUPREMACY OF CONSCIENCE.

fruit of an inference grounded on that fact. There
1s Instant transition made, from the sense of a
Monitor within to the faith of a living Sovereign
above ; and this argument, described by all, but
with such speed as almost to warrant the expres-
sion of its being felt by all, may be regarded,
notwithstanding the force and fertility of other
considerations, as the great prop of natural religion
among men.

14. At all events it is of the utmost value in
Theology—that there should be so much of Truth
and of supremely important Truth placed so near
us as to be laid hold of immediately by the mind ;
without the intervention of reasoning and without
any sensible exertion on the part of the discursive
faculty, or of that faculty by which it is, that we
arrive at some distant conclusion by a train of
inferences. Such for example are those truths
which are seen, not merely in the light of the
external senses but in the light of consciousness,
and which instantly become manifest on the atten-
tion of the mind being turned towards them.
There needs in these instances no lengthened
argumentation to carry the belief—for the thing in
question becomes palpable by our own vivid and
intimate consciousness of our own nature. The
supremacy of Conscience is one of those truths—
not come at by a series of stepping-stones—but
geen at once, in the light of what may be termed
an instant manifestation. Now certain it 1s, that
this Fact or Phenomenon in our nature, depones
strongly both for a God and for the supreme
righteousness of His Nature. But it depones to
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