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358 PLEASURE OF VIRTUOUS, AND

should be palatable to the taste of the inner man,
Virtue is not only seen to be right—it is felt to be
delicious. There is happiness in the very wish to
make others happy. There is a heart’s ease, or a
heart’s enjoyment, even in the first purposes of
kindness, as well as in its subsequent performances.
There is a certain rejoicing sensc of clearness in
the consistency, the exactitude of justice and truth.
There is a triumphant elevation of spirit in magna-
nimity and honour. In perfect harmony with this,
there is a placid feelng oi serenity and blissful
contentment in gentleness and humility, There
is a noble satistaction in those victories, which, at
the bidding of prmciple, or by the power of self-
command, may have been achieved over the
propensities of animal nature. There is an elate
independence of soul, 1n the consciousness of having
nothing to hide, and nothing to be ashamed of. In
a word, by the constitution of our nature, each
virtue has its appropriate charm; and virtue, on
the whole, is a fund of varied, as well as of perpetual
enjoyment, to him who hath imbibed its spirit, and
is under the guidance of its principles. He feels
all to be health and harmony within; and without,
he seems as if to breathe in an atmosphere of
beauteous transparency—proving how much the
nature of man and the nature of virtue are in unison
with each other. It is hunger which urges to the
use of food ; but it strikingly demonstrates the care
and benevolence of God, so to have framed the
organ of taste, as that there shall be a superadded
enjoyment in the use of it. It is conscience which
urges to the practice of virtue; but it serves te
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