
360 PLEASURE OF VIRTUOUS1 AND

dead at pleasure the victim of his wrath, with any

circumstance too of barbaric caprice and cruelty,

which his fancy in the very waywardness of passion

unrestrained and power unbounded might suggest

to him-he may be said to have experienced

through life a thousand gratiflcations, in the solaced

rage and revenge, which, though ever breaking

forth on some new subject, he can appease again

every day of his life by some new execution. But

we mistake it if we think otherwise than that, in

spite of these distinct and very numerous nay daily

gratifications if he so choose, it is not a life of fierce

internal agony notwithstanding. 1i seems indis-.

pensable to the nature of every desire, and to form

part indeed of its very idea, that there should be a

distinctly felt pleasure, or at least, & removal at

the time of a distinctly felt pain, in the act of its

fulfilment-yet, whatever recreation or relief may

have thus been rendered, without doing away the

misery, often in the whole amount of it the intense

misery, inflicted upon man by the evil propensities

of his nature. Who can doubt for example the

unhappiness of the habitual drunkard ?-and that,

although the ravenous appetite, by which he is

driven along a stormy career, meets every day,

almost every hour of the day, with the gratification

that is suited to it. The same may be equally

affirmed of the voluptuary, or of the depredator,

or of the extortioner, or of the liar. Each may

succeed in the attainment of his specific object;

and we cannot possibly disjoin from the conception

of success, the conception of some sort of pleasure

.__yet in perfect consistency, we affirm, with a sad
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